TENNESSEE
COURT REPORTERS
ASSOCIATION

August 2019
IN THIS ISSUE
President’s Message
Committee Reports
In Memoriam: Annette Burch
Announcements
In The Spotlight: Laurel Eiler
NCRA Convention Highlights
Student Corner
Job Postings
Red Tape, Rules, and
Regulations
Board of Directors
Calendar

2
3
5
6
8
10
11
11
12
13
14

Cumberland County Courthouse - Crossville, Tennessee
ADVERTISERS INDEX

IN THE NEWS
Alpha Reporting Corporation
AV Digital
Pengad
Tracy Imaging

9
7
7
7

Tennessee Criminal Court Reporters Pay Increase.
The Silent Problem Facing the Nation’s Courtrooms
Upcoming A to Z program dates and locations

CCR Application
CCR CEU Request
CCR Extension Request
Join or Renew Membership
P.O. Box 135, Brunswick, TN 38014
administrator@tncra.com
www.TNcra.com

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Stephanie Faulkner Branim, LCR, CRI, CPE, CCR
TCRA President

It has been an exciting and busy summer for TCRA! Here are some great highlights:
•

The TCRA legislative committee attended Governor Lee’s commemorative signing of the bill to
increase rates for court reporters in criminal courts.

•

TCRA hosted the President’s Garden Gala at the NCRA convention in Denver, Colorado, and
raised over $3,000 for our association.

•

Reporters from across Tennessee did an amazing job representing our great state in Denver at
the convention.

•

We watched as Max Curry was inducted as NCRA president!

All of this could not have happened without the support and commitment of our board, committees,
and association members. Thank you for everyone’s hard work!!
On another note, this newsletter is bittersweet, as it will be the last article I write as TCRA
president. I have been appointed to serve on the Tennessee licensing board and, in accordance
with our bylaws, must step down from a board/committee position. This will become effective
September 26.
However, we have a great team coming in to ensure we have a complete board. Sarah Motley will
move up as president. Misty Bigham will become President Elect, and Kristin Burke will be Vice
President. I have no doubt that they will do an amazing job leading our association over the
remainder of the term.

Thank you for this opportunity to serve our community and profession. I look forward to seeing
what lies ahead for TCRA as the association continues to work hard to represent court reporting
across our great state.

The Tennessee Court Reporting Association's Facebook group was created to afford a platform
for members of the court reporting community to share ideas, promote the field of court reporting,
and provide information regarding items and events of interest. Not all posts are intended to
promote, support, or oppose an item but are simply posted to share the information to the
community. All comments are to be kind and courteous with an effort to remain positive and respect
everyone's privacy. Absolutely no hate speech, bullying, or profanity will be allowed.
-TCRA Board
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Beth Frazier, RMR, CRR, CRC
TCRA Middle Director
Education Committee Chair

Kim Davidson and Joy Kennedy have agreed to serve as members of the Education Committee.
We will soon begin organizing for the exhibit at 2019 Tennessee School Counselor &
Administrator Leadership Institute (TN SCALI) in Murfreesboro from September 22-24,
2019.

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Candace Covey, RDR, CRR, LCR, CRR, CVR-CM
TCRA Western Director
Fundraising Committee Chair
Katherine Gale, RPR, LCR, CSR(CA)
TCRA Middle Director
Fundraising Committee Co-Chair

Hey everyone! Now that summer is winding down and we’re all back from vacations we
want to put our creative thinking caps on and come up with some out-of-the-box ideas
to help raise money for TCRA.
Katherine and I are excited to serve as co-chairs on the Fundraising Committee for this
upcoming year. Was there a fund-raising project in years past that you enjoyed, or do
you have a fresh idea? We would love to hear any and all suggestions that you may
have to help support TCRA. Together we’re better!
We have had some great ideas submitted so far:
Online auction (Ask members to donate handmade items for sale or auction)
Lunch and Learn (Zoom)
Software seminar (Zoom)
Awareness bracelet/necklace (sell online)
Project lunch/dinner (succulent planter, paint a piece, etc.)
If you are interested in being on the committee or for more information or comments
please contact Candace Covey at reportercovey@gmail.com or Katherine Gale
at kgale63@comcast.net.
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Kathy Samson
TCRA Eastern Director
Membership Committee Chair
There were 55 non-renewals as of June 24, 2019. Of the 55 nonrenewals, eight people either retired or moved out of state and will not be
renewing.
Thanks to Stephanie, Beth, Carol, Dana, Leslie and Sarah for
volunteering to call reporters that they knew or who were in their
geographical areas. I contacted all the other reporters on the list about

membership renewal.
At this time, I believe all the non-renewals have been contacted at least once about their
membership. Seven people have renewed their membership.
Kathy Samson

Members, please encourage your friends and colleagues to renew their TCRA memberships
annually. We need every reporter in Tennessee to be working together to stay informed and better
our careers for the future. Every member is an important support for our leaders and committee
volunteers. We also encourage all of you to become a volunteer of a committee at some point in
your career. It is a great way to be in the know, make new connections, and give back to our
profession.
~ Sarah Motley, TCRA President Elect

TCRA MEMBERSHIP
PROFESSIONALS 174
ASSOCIATES
2
STUDENTS
5
TOTAL
181
CCRs
66
New Members
Savannah Ownby
Rebekah Lockwood
Renae Lockwood

Sevierville, TN
Knoxville, TN
Canton, GA

Student
Professional
Professional

Returning Members
Madelyn Gray
Sandra Andrys
Tracy Griffith

Memphis, TN
Knoxville, TN
Jonesborough, TN

Professional
Professional
Professional

Join or Renew your membership today
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LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
The TCRA Legislative Committee at the ceremonial
signing of HB0729/SB0667 by Governor Bill Lee on
July 15, 2019.

SCHOLARSHIP/MENTORING COMMITTEE
Carol West, LCR, CCR
TCRA Eastern Director
Scholarship/Mentoring Committee Chair
Contacting all present and past participants of TN A to Z program in
coming weeks and asking if participant would like to be assigned a
mentor or needs any sort of information for further study in court
reporting. Also looking for any TCRA reporter that would like to
work on this committee. Thank you.
~ Carol West

In Memory of Annette Cooper Burch
On July 8, 2919 Annette Burch passed away quietly in her home.
She left behind her husband, Lane, of 27 years and their son, Aaron.
Annette was an active member of TCRA during her court reporting
career by serving on the board from 1999-2004. During 2001-2002
she served as our association President. She loved the court
reporting profession and the friendships she developed throughout
her years on the board and during her career. Annette was
extremely active with TCRA’s fundraising efforts, coordinating the official TCRA cookbook,
merchandise, and a variety of other fundraising events. She had a heart for service and eventually
retired from court reporting to return to her passion as a nurse. Annette always had a smile on her
face and hugged on everyone she met.

TCRA would like to extend its love and prayers to Annette’s family as she will be deeply missed by
all.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

To the family of Annette Cooper Burch, who passed away July 8, 2019.
To Janis McMaster on the loss of her mother, Ruby Smith Hanson, who passed away on Friday,
August 2, 2019, in Fairhope, Alabama.

To Stephanie Branim on the graduation of her daughter, Caroline Marie Glass, cum laude from
Middle Tennessee State University. And even more exciting news: Mitch and Caroline are adding
to the family next spring!!
To Lisa Mayo and Candace Covey who both received the designation of RDR. (Read more)
To Rebekah Lockwood who received the designation of RMR.

To Stephanie Faulkner, Ken Mansfield, Marilyn Morgan, and Korian Neal on their appointments to
the Tennessee Board of Court Reporting.
To TCRA members who have recently retired or will be retiring soon:
James Ailes
Jim Davis
Vicki Ganno
Laurel Eiler
Phyllis Stinson

Have you seen the movie Brian Banks? Did you recognize
the beautiful and talented court reporter? Yes! She is our
very own Madelyn Gray! If you haven’t seen it yet, be on the
lookout for Madelyn. She is pictured here in a photo taken
with Greg Kinnear during the shooting of the film in Memphis.
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2019 TCRA Annual Convention Partners
We wish to thank our Convention Partners for their help and support
before and during our 2019 convention. Without them, our convention
would just not have been possible.
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Laurel Eiler
RDR, FAPR, LCR, CCR

Laurel Eiler is no stranger to court reporters across Tennessee and
throughout the country. Having finished court reporting school in just
a short 14 months, she started her career November 1987 in Florida.
During that time, she was the co-owner of Accurate Court Reporting
in Nashville for 27 years and served in many roles with TCRA,
including president. Having been a strong voice and leader, Laurel
became the 94th president of the National Court Reporters
Association in 2002.

She was never one to let the grass grow under her feet. Laurel
earned many certifications throughout her career, first passing the
RPR the day after getting married on May 6, 1987. She didn’t stop
until reaching RDR certification status while Vice President of NCRA.
Since retiring this May, Laurel has spent a lot of her time playing with
her precious, one-year-old twin grandchildren, Maya and Richard.
She also spends a tremendous amount of time outdoors as an avid
hiker with her husband Rich. They are gearing up and training to hike
the Appalachian Trail next February – a total of 2190 miles!
Laurel, thank you for being a wonderful leader, peer, and advocate in
the court reporting industry. We hope you love retirement as much as
we have loved having you in this fabulous profession!
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NCRA Convention Highlights
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Student Corner
We all know we need to spread the word of the wonderful career of
court reporting every chance we get. What’s a better way to introduce a
new career to inquiring minds than a free, hands-on program? The next
A-to-Z Program being offered in Tennessee will start on Tuesday,
September 17, 2019, at 6 p.m. CST. The program will run for eight
weeks, one night a week. Please promote this program to anyone you
know of considering a new career! Our next Introductory NCRA A-to-Z
Program offering in Tennessee will start Tuesday, Sept 17 @ 6pm.
Court reporting introduction
Analyze your notes
RPR Level Practice Dictation
Free Dictation

JOB POSTINGS
Are you a Court Reporter wanting to make great money working at an amazing company? If so, you
are invited to join East Tennessee’s No. 1 reporting team!
Based in Knoxville, Gibson Court Reporting is seeking court reporters to cover Eastern Tennessee, including Chattanooga to Johnson City/Kingsport.
No seniority system; Paid weekly on invoices; Full-service support staff; Part-time and Full-time
positions available.
Interested professionals like yourself may inquire at Apply@GibsonReporters.com
___________________________________
Elite Reporting Services of Tennessee is actively looking for professional reporters in the West
Tennessee / Memphis surrounding area, as well as Middle Tennessee / Nashville surrounding area
to be a part of our growing team and professional family! Elite has full production, video,
scheduling, and accounting departments to handle all our technical litigation support and
professional needs, so that you as the reporter can focus on what truly generates you income reporting court and depositions. Elite pays generous commissions and pays via direct deposit on
commission for full bill-out on originals, copies, and appearance fees.
Join a group that values its professional members, promotes their professionalism and growth, and
ensures our success as individuals and as a company!
Contact Max Curry @ max@elitereportingservices.com or call 615.479.4864
_______________________________
Steno reporters needed to cover the following areas in Tennessee: Knoxville, Chattanooga, Bristol,
Johnson City, Kingsport, Tn. 95% deposition work. 90% write-ups. Full or part-time. We network
with national firms but we are under no contracts. Very low commission. Pay twice a month on
what comes in, OR pay twice a month on bill-outs for a higher commission.
If interested, please contact Debbie at spdefingers@aol.com or call 865-216-9265.
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RED TAPE, RULES,

AND REGULATIONS
Court reporter licenses in Tennessee are now administered by the
Tennessee Department of Commerce and Insurance’s Division of Regulatory
Boards. All questions regarding licenses should be directed to that office.
TDCI’s contact information has changed. Please contact Jamye Carney
at TDCI with any concerns or questions at (615) 532-6400 or by email
at jamye.l.carney@tn.gov.

TBCR Meeting scheduled 9/27/19
Agenda
A video of the meeting of the Tennessee Board of Court Reporting held on March 22,
2019, is available for viewing here.

This past June, Governor Bill Lee announced the appointees to the Tennessee Board of Court
Reporting. We would like to send a huge congratulations to the following Board of Court
Reporting appointees!
Stephanie Faulkner of Wilson County, Representative of Court Reporters
Kenneth Mansfield of Weakley County, Representative of Freelance Court Reporters Practicing
Machine Shorthand
Marilyn Morgan of Rutherford County, Representative of Freelance Court Reporters Practicing
Electronic Court Reporting
Korian Neal of Shelby County, Representative of Freelance Court Reporters Practicing Shorthand
Brandon Pettes of Shelby County, Attorney Representative
Judge John Rambo of Washington County, Circuit/Chancery Court Judge Representative
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2019-2020 TCRA OFFICERS
AND DIRECTORS
Stephanie Faulkner Branim,
LCR, CRI, CPE, CCR
President
All Committees
stephfaulknerlcr@gmail.com
Sarah Motley, LCR
President-Elect
Bylaws and Newsletter Committees
motley.sarahm@gmail.com
Dana Webb, LCR, CCR
Past President
Nominating & Legislative Committees
danawebb@alphareporting.com
Misty Brigham, LCR
Vice President
Convention Committee
misty@elitereportingservices.com
Leslie McAnally, LCR, CCR
Secretary/Treasurer
CCR Committee
leslie_mcanally@bellsouth.net

Carol X. West, LCR, CCR
Eastern Director
Scholarship/Mentoring Committee
carolxwest@aol.com
Kathy Samson
Eastern Director
Membership Committee
kathyasamson@gmail.com
Katherine Gale, RPR, LCR, CSR-CA
Middle Director
Fundraising Committee
kgale63@comcast.net
Beth Frazier, RPR, RMR, CRC
Middle Director
Education and Public Relations Committee
bethfrazierccp@gmail.com
Tina Summers, LCR
Western Director
Membership Committee
tinasummerslcr@gmail.com
Candace Covey,
RDR, RPR, LCR, CRR, CVR-CM
Western Director
Fundraising Committee
reportercovey@gmail.com

Lynn Terrell, LCR
Administrative/Website Director
P.O. Box 135
Brunswick, TN 38014
administrator@tncra.com
901.388.8151
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SARAH MOTLEY, LCR
TCRA President-Elect
Newsletter and Social Media Committee Chair

The Volunteer Reporter is a publication produced quarterly for members of TCRA and other
interested parties and is dedicated to the improvement of our profession and to provide a link
between TCRA and its members.
Letters for the newsletter are welcomed and will be printed according to space availability. The
Newsletter Committee reserves the right to edit letters according to space and formatting
requirements or as ethics require, so long as the original meaning remains intact. Additionally, research articles may be written to earn TCRA CEU credits. Author must submit online and receive
approval of such in order to earn CEUs. Contact the Newsletter and Social Media Committee for
details.
Submission and advertising deadline is 15 days before publication date. Material received less
than 15 days after deadline will be held for next issue.
Statement of fact, opinion, and all advertisements are made on the responsibility of the author
and do not imply endorsement on the part of TCRA or its officers. Reprint rights are granted to all
NCRA-affiliated publications, with appropriate attribution.
Tennessee Court Reporters Association
P.O. Box 135
Brunswick, TN 38014
(901) 388-8151
administrator@tncra.com

SEPTEMBER
2 Labor Day

OCTOBER
14 Columbus Day

NOVEMBER
3 Daylight Savings Time Ends
5 TCRA Board Meeting

17 A to Z Classes Begin

27 TBCR Meeting

11 Veteran’s Day

31 Halloween

28 Thanksgiving Day
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