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IN THE NEWS 

 
NCRA member Lisa Black’s 
firm, Migliore & Associates, 
provided pro bono services in 
this case where a Florida man 
was exonerated after 14 years 
behind bars.   
 
Upcoming A to Z program 
dates  
               P.O. Box 135, Brunswick, TN 38014   

                  administrator@tncra.com 

                           www.TNcra.com 

Hamilton County Courthouse  -  Chattanooga, Tennessee 

 

Take a stroll through our 
2019 TCRA Annual Convention 

in pictures 

http://form.jotformpro.com/form/40505323784957
https://tncra.com/images/stories/pdf/CCR/tcra-ceu-request-rev.pdf
https://tncra.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=55&Itemid=70
https://form.jotform.com/90619106646964
https://www.innocenceproject.org/clemente-aguirre-exonerated/
https://www.innocenceproject.org/clemente-aguirre-exonerated/
https://www.innocenceproject.org/clemente-aguirre-exonerated/
https://www.innocenceproject.org/clemente-aguirre-exonerated/
https://www.innocenceproject.org/clemente-aguirre-exonerated/
https://www.innocenceproject.org/clemente-aguirre-exonerated/
http://www.atozdiscoversteno.org/
http://www.atozdiscoversteno.org/
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        PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
     Stephanie Faulkner Branim, LCR, CRI, CPE, CCR 

        TCRA President 
 

 
 

First, I want to thank Dana for serving as our President for the past two terms.  It has been a huge 
commitment on her part, and we are so blessed as an association to have such excellent reporters 
like herself that are willing to step up, do the work, and serve their profession.   
 
Second, I want to thank everyone in our association for the opportunity to lead our group once 
again.  I am excited to share with you the goals and projects the Board will be working on this next 
year soon.  This is an exciting time to be a reporter in Tennessee.  We have had a very active    
legislative year in court reporting with the passage of a new law, and I would like to send out a huge 
thank you to our Legislative Committee for all of their hard work.  This is one great example of     
reporters within the association pulling together and getting the job done. 
 
Last, I encourage all of you to renew your membership for this upcoming term and for you to also 
encourage others to join.  We can’t do this work without you, the membership.  Consider   serving 
on a committee; however, even if you cannot make that level of commitment, just participate.      
Anyone that attended the convention saw how much fun we had as professionals and friends.  It is 
those experiences and friendships that will last a lifetime. 

 
 
 
 
 

Gary Schneider is a new member of Tennessee Court Reporters          
Association and a member of the firm, Morgan Reporting.  He is a       
graduate of Midstate College in Peoria, Illinois.  Gary provided CART 
(before there was a name for it) for hearing impaired students in high 
school and university classrooms in Central Illinois.  He worked in        
Chicago, Northern District of Illinois, Central Division, Bankruptcy Court 
for 20 years.  Bankruptcy cases included United Air Lines, Kmart, 
Schwinn Bicycle, Comdisco.   

 
He moved to Nashville in 2014 as a freelance reporter and has been affiliated with Morgan          
Reporting since early 2018.  Gary is an awesome reporter and holds the national designations of 
RPR, RMR, CRR, and LCR in Tennessee.  “Gary is one of the best reporters I’ve come across in 
my entire career.  He has a good ole Southern work ethic (even though he is from the North) and 
can tackle any job no matter the difficulty.  He’s always ready to jump in and do whatever needs to 
be done.  I’m so grateful he is working with our group,” says Marilyn Morgan of Morgan Reporting. 
 
Gary has been happily married to Karena Bittner Schneider for 18 years (together for 27).  They 
live in rural Cheatham County with two cats, four goats, and numerous chickens.  Gary’s hobbies 
include spending as much time outdoors as possible, live music, the beach, and '60s muscle cars.   
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                          IN MEMORIAM 

                 BOBBY JOE “B.J.” DAVIS 

      September 30, 1938 - March 29, 2019 

 

 

  “We are all diminished when a simple man of honor passes from our midst.” 

 

BJ Davis, friend, mentor, and court reporter extraordinaire, passed away Friday, March 29, 2019, after a valiant battle 

with cancer.  He was born Bobby Joe Davis on September 30, 1938, in New Albany, Mississippi, the son of the late 

Robert Edward Davis and Laura Bell Joslin Davis.   

BJ grew up in Dyersburg, Tennessee, and attended military school at Castle Heights Military      Academy in Lebanon, 

Tennessee.  His parents had moved to Miami while he was in military school, so BJ first moved to Miami and later 

chose to move, during his senior year, to live with his aunt in Levelland, Texas, where he graduated from Levelland 

High School in Levelland, Texas.  He went on to attend Hardin-Simmons University in Abilene. 

BJ met his wife, Carole Ann Foster, in Texas, and they were married in 1961.  After being drafted, BJ enlisted in the 

United States Air Force.   He and Ann were stationed in Sioux City, Iowa, from 1961 to 1965 where he heard about a 

local woman who taught court reporting classes in her home and he began taking classes.    

After his discharge from the Air Force, BJ took a reporting job in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  He   decided he did not 

have enough education, however, so he returned to court reporting school in   Abilene, Texas.  After graduation, he 

took a job in Wichita Falls, Texas, and later moved to Dallas where he eventually formed the court reporting firm of Da-

vis, Brock & Callaway.   Davis, Brock & Callaway later merged with two other firms to become United American Report-

ing. 

Albuquerque, along with Santa Fe, New Mexico, become one of BJ’s and Ann’s favorite vacation spots.  They returned 

many times over the years to rest and rejuvenate from the rigors of court     reporting. 

Anyone who knew BJ knew what a passionate person he was about the things he loved.  Bluegrass music was one of 

BJ’s passions.  When his sons Greg and Brad were teenagers, the three of them formed a Bluegrass band with a fourth 

person who played the mandolin, and they would travel on the weekends in a Volkswagen Beetle to play at Bluegrass 

festivals in Arkansas, Oklahoma and mostly Texas.  BJ played the bass fiddle, which took up so much room in the car, 

there was no room for Ann to travel with them!  Their band was successful enough that they cut a bluegrass album in 

the seventies.   

BJ’s passion for music was shared by his sons who later moved to Nashville where they first found jobs at Opryland 

USA as strolling musicians.  Brad also worked with the Forester Sisters and Marty Stewart.  Greg and his wife Valerie 

played in a local club.  In 1995, BJ “retired” from United American Reporting, and he and Ann followed Greg and Brad 

(and the grandchildren) to Nashville.  BJ joined the firm of Cleeton Davis Court Reporters where he worked full-time as 

a court reporter until he took a break from active reporting in 2017 before officially retiring in 2018. 

BJ is survived by Ann, his wife of 57 years, his sons and their wives, Greg and Valerie Davis and Brad and Rashelle, 

and his grandchildren, Briley and Landon Davis. 

BJ was an outstanding reporter, showing up for jobs usually an hour early, always impeccably dressed and with an en-

couraging word for everyone who crossed his path.  He taught for a brief time at the local court reporting and was al-

ways available at local and state meetings to lend a hand and do whatever needed to be done.  To say we will miss him 

is a huge understatement.  
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     ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 To Carol West on the loss of her father, Dimitrios (James) Konstantine Xoinis,  
 February 28, 2019.  

 
 To Tami Hornick on the loss of her brother, Tony, March 3, 2019.   
 
 To Patricia Ahern Hathaway on the loss of her brother April 8, 2019. 

 

                                                                                   
                                                                         

 

To Stephanie Faulkner  

and Gerald Branim on their  

marriage, February 24, 2019.   

We wish you all the best!!      

 

 

 

                                

                                         TCRA MEMBERSHIP 

                                                              PROFESSIONALS     219 

                                                                     ASSOCIATES                3 

                                                                      STUDENTS                    7 

                                                                     TOTAL                        229 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join or Renew your membership today                                                     

New members: 
Julie Lyle   Nashville, TN   Professional 
Joseph Rusk   Knoxville, TN   Professional 
April Lassiter-Benson Smyrna, TN   Professional 
 
Returning members: 
Katherine Gale   Nashville, TN   Professional 
Jennifer Checuga  Hendersonville, TN  Professional 
Georgette Mitchell  Knoxville, TN   Professional 
Debbie Sanders  Antioch, TN   Professional 
Martha Hufstetler  Marietta, GA   Professional 
Jeff Rusk   Knoxville, TN   Professional 
Sandra Marchky  Memphis, TN   Professional 
Amye Guinn   Rock Spring, GA  Professional 

Sending  wishes for a speedy 

recovery to Kathy May following 

surgery to repair her elbow after 

a fall, and to Lisa Blake who is 

recovering from two broken feet. 

https://form.jotform.com/90619106646964
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2019 TCRA Annual Convention Partners 

We would first like to thank our Convention Partners for their help and 

support before and during this convention.  Without them, our convention 

would just not have been possible. 

   

            

http://avdigital.com/
http://tracyimaging.com/
http://www.pengad.com/
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Platinum Plus Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Platinum Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Sponsors 

 

TCRA would like to express our 

gratitude to our Sponsors who make 

our conventions great! 

http://morganreporting.com/
https://www.elitereportingservices.com/
https://cleetondavis.com/
https://brentwoodcourtreporting.com/
http://riversidereporting.com/
http://www.knoxvillecourtreporter.com/
https://ncrdepo.com/
https://www.harpethcourtreporters.com/
http://beresandassociates.com/
https://www.alphareporting.com/
http://www.acr-nashville.com/
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 2019 CONVENTION EXHIBITORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SILENT AUCTION/DOOR PRIZE DONORS 

Elite Reporting Services 

Brentwood Court Reporting Services 

Alpha Reporting Corporation 

Kim Davidson 

Lynda Barker 

Lindell Jewelers 

Robin Fouraker 

Morgan Reporting 

Abbye Pearce 

Dawn Scruggs 

 

Cleeton Evans Smith 

Sarah Motley 

Maxine Cleeton 

NCRA 

Renee Ray 

Meredith Bonn 

Hall & Associates 

Joy Kennedy 

Cleeton Davis 

Convention  photos are courtesy of Doni Mills, Renee Ray, Georgette Arena, and Sheila Wilson. 
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                2019 CONVENTION SPEAKERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Convention  photos are courtesy of Doni Mills, Renee Ray, Georgette Arena, and Sheila Wilson. 
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    SPEED CONTEST 

FUNdraising 

CONVENTION GRAND PRIZE 
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   DERBY PARTY 
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2019-2020 TCRA BOARD  
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Student Corner 
 

Congratulations to our 

2019 Tiffany Brosemer Student Scholarship Winner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Jennie Dunlap 

Smyrna, Tennessee 

 

 Why I Want to be a Court Reporter by Jennie Dunlap  

 
I’ve been at my current job for 20 years. I appreciate the people I work with and have enjoyed      

opportunities to work in different areas and learn new skills. Yet for the past several years, I’ve felt a 

pull to do something new; something that gives me a renewed sense of purpose and passion in my 

work. Of all the career possibilities I considered, nothing excited me enough to go back to school 

and make a change until I found court reporting.  

 

My first class in the NCRA’s A to Z Program lit a fire in me. The concept and real-time challenge of 

writing the spoken word fascinates me. Court reporting is an important and rewarding profession 

that will not only provide a generous income, but gives me that renewed sense of purpose and   

passion I’ve been looking for.  

 

I know there is more out there for me. Nelson Mandela said, “There is no passion to be found    

playing small – in settling for a life that is less than the one you are capable of living.” Every court 

reporter I’ve encountered exudes passion when they speak of their career. Their passion was one of 

the things that drew me in. It is infectious and I’m ready to make the change that leads to living that 

kind of passion.  

 

Working full time, raising a family, and going through court reporting school is not for the faint of 

heart. It is tough, but also fun and exciting. Since that first class, I’ve been hungry to learn more and 

constantly push myself to new levels. I’m grateful to have found court reporting and am confident my 

fierce determination will carry me through school and lead me to excel in my new, life-changing   

profession as a court reporter.  

 



The Volunteer Reporter - April 2019      14 

 
Student Corner 
 

          

A Message from  a New Professional 

 
 
Glory to God! I am so excited to share that I officially 
passed the final exam I needed to receive my         
certification as a Registered Professional Reporter 
through the National Court Reporters Association. So 
one chapter ends and another begins as I embark on 
this new career, and I’m ever so grateful.  
 
Thank you to my family and friends who prayed for 
me, encouraged me, and mentored me over the last 
three years. There are so many of you! 
 
Since this post is over three years in the making, I 
want to thank a few people specifically who helped 
make this possible.  
 
To my theory instructor and the one who faithfully 
coached me with Platinum Steno after Sage shut 
down, Jill Paxton-Brumund: I’m so grateful for you! 
 
To Robert M. Rasha Jr.: Thank you for Platinum Steno and for your IT support that really 
saved me at a crucial time! 
 
To Kathy May and the Alpha Reporting Corporation team: Thank you for sponsoring me at          
conventions, encouraging me, and showing me how awesome the court reporting        
community is! 
 
To the Tennessee Court Reporters Association: Thank you for your support and for  
providing valuable resources throughout my journey. The student scholarship I received 
came at a time I needed it most.  
 
To Terry West: You had a front-row seat to every victory and every frustration, and I  
couldn’t have asked for a better partner. Thank you for making this possible. I love you! 
 
To Katherine Gale: Thank you for igniting the spark that started me on this path at a time 
when I was facing uncertainty in my career. You paved the way in every respect, and I 
have consequently found something I absolutely love! You are such a talented court      
reporter, and I’m so blessed to have you as a mentor! 
 
So I’ve heard these two words countless times as a court reporting student, but today they 
hold new meaning: Ready? Begin. 
 
Katherine Rene West, RPR 
2/19/2019 
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      Court reporter licenses in Tennessee are now administered by the  
Tennessee Department of Commerce and Insurance’s Division of Regulatory 
Boards.  All questions regarding licenses should be directed to that office. 
 
      TDCI’s contact information has changed.  Please contact Jamye Carney 
at TDCI with any concerns or questions at (615) 532-6400 or by email 
at jamye.l.carney@tn.gov.  

 RED TAPE, RULES, 

 AND REGULATIONS 

 
TDCI has recently reinstated the list of licensed court reporters on its website.  You 
can access it here. 
 
If you should need further assistance, please contact Jayme Carney at 
Jamye.l.carney@tn.gov or (615) 532-6400.   
 
A video of the meeting of the Tennessee Board of Court Reporting held on March 22, 
2019, is available for viewing here.  

JOB POSTINGS 

 
MORGAN REPORTING is seeking an associate court reporter to work with our wonderful team. 
We do a lot of networking (no contracting), so our work is mostly depositions. I keep the      
commission low so my reporters can make money. We have several realtime reporters -- can 
always use another, but we have other non-realtime work too. Must be licensed in Tennessee. 
Email me at marilyn.morgan@morganreporting.com, message me, or text (615) 330-3475 if 
you're interested or would like more information.  
 

____________________________________________________ 

 
JOB OPENING  
Fifth Judicial District Court of Chaves County  
Yolanda Acosta, Human Resources Admin Sr.  
PO Box 1776  
400 N Virginia Room 129  
Roswell NM 88202-1776  
575 622 2565 

https://www.tn.gov/commerce/regboards/courtreport.html
https://www.tn.gov/commerce/regboards/courtreport.html
https://www.tn.gov/commerce/regboards/courtreport/consumer-resources.html
https://www.tn.gov/commerce/calendar.court-reporters.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC_jqxgcYTw&list=PLWgyob0pqnhzC4G241NtuyN4epRaki0l9&index=2&t=118s
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Stephanie Faulkner Branim,  
    LCR, CRI, CPE, CCR 
President 
All Committees 
stephfaulknerlcr@gmail.com 
 
Sarah Motley, LCR 
President-Elect 
Bylaws and Newsletter Committees 
motley.sarahm@gmail.com 
 
Dana Webb, LCR, CCR 
Past President 
Nominating & Legislative Committees 
danawebb@alphareporting.com  
 
Misty Brigham, LCR 
Vice President 
Convention Committee  
misty@elitereportingservices.com  
 
Leslie McAnally, LCR, CCR 
Secretary/Treasurer 
CCR Committee 
leslie_mcanally@bellsouth.net 
 
 

 
 
Carol X. West, LCR, CCR 
Eastern Director 
Scholarship/Mentoring Committee 
carolxwest@aol.com  
 
Kathy Samson 
Eastern Director 
Membership Committee  
kathyasamson@gmail.com  
 
Katherine Gale, RPR, LCR, CSR-CA 
Middle Director 
Fundraising Committee 
kgale63@comcast.net  
 
Beth Frazier, RPR, RMR, CRC 
Middle Director 
Education and Public Relations Committee 
bethfrazierccp@gmail.com 
 
Tina Summers, LCR 
Western Director 
Membership Committee 
tinasummerslcr@gmail.com 
 
Candace Covey,  
    RDR, RPR, LCR, CRR, CVR-CM 
Western Director 
Fundraising Committee 
reportercovey@gmail.com 
 

 
Lynn Terrell, LCR 

Administrative/Website Director 
P.O. Box 135 

Brunswick, TN 38014  
administrator@tncra.com 

901.388.8151 

2019-2020 TCRA OFFICERS 

       AND DIRECTORS 
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        SARAH MOTLEY, LCR  

      TCRA President-Elect 

      Newsletter and Social Media Committee Chair 
 

 

     The Volunteer Reporter is a publication produced quarterly for members of TCRA and other   

interested parties and is dedicated to the improvement of our profession and to provide a link      

between TCRA and its members. 

     Letters for the newsletter are welcomed and will be printed according to space availability.  The 

Newsletter Committee reserves the right to edit letters according to space and formatting             

requirements or as ethics require, so long as the original meaning remains intact.  Additionally, re-

search articles may be written to earn TCRA CEU credits.  Author must submit online and receive 

approval of such in order to earn CEUs.  Contact the Newsletter and Social Media Committee for 

details. 

     Submission and advertising deadline is 15 days before publication date.  Material received less 

than 15 days after deadline will be held for next issue. 

     Statement of fact, opinion, and all advertisements are made on the responsibility of the author 

and do not imply endorsement on the part of TCRA or its officers. Reprint rights are granted to all 

NCRA-affiliated publications, with appropriate attribution. 

 
 Tennessee Court Reporters Association     

 P.O. Box 135 

 Brunswick, TN 38014 

 (901) 388-8151 

 administrator@tncra.com 

MAY JUNE JULY 

 
4-7  NCRA Leadership and 
        Legislative Bootcamp 

 
14  Flag Day 

 
4  Independence Day 

 
12  Mother’s Day 

 
16  Father’s Day 

    
16  TCRA Board Meeting 

 
27  Memorial Day 

 
 

 
 

https://www.ncra.org/detail-pages/event-detail/2019/05/05/boot-camp/ncra-leadership-legislative-bootcamp

