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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
DANA WEBB, LCR, CCR
TCRA President

As we wrap up the Thanksgiving holiday, it is my hope and prayer that each and every one
of you took time to truly reflect on the good in your life and to fully appreciate our loved ones, both
in our family life and in that of our professional life. It is so easy to get wrapped up in our daily
routine and in the hustle and bustle of the day that we often tend to forget to stop and appreciate
that which is the most important to us.
One thing we must also be thankful for is our profession, one that has been so good to my
family and I hope that each of you feels the same. I am often asked about my career. It gives me
great joy to tell about how it is interesting and that every day is different, it provides for a great
income and can oftentimes be very flexible. Get out and share the word about what you do and be
proud of it!! Hopefully, this will encourage others to look in to the field of court reporting so that one
day they too can look back and be thankful for this wonderful career.

On a different note, your TCRA board and fellow members have been very busy these past
couple of months. We had many members volunteer their time by promoting Court Reporting at the
Tennessee School Counselor’s Convention in September. Our convention committee has been
working diligently to make sure that our annual convention coming up in April will be a success
(more details to follow). Please make sure to read the entire newsletter to stay informed of the
exciting upcoming events and more information on how you can get involved.
In closing, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy holiday season. Don’t forget to
slow down and take it all in, reflect on the special moments and savor the relationships in your lives.
Sincerely,

Dana Webb
TCRA President
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CONVENTION COMMITTEE
SARAH MOTLEY, LCR
TCRA Vice President
Convention Committee Chair

I hope this update finds all of you well!
As you all are aware, the Convention Committee has been hard at work searching for a
location for our next annual convention, and I am excited to announce that the 2019 Convention will
take place on April 26 and 27, at the Embassy Suites in Chattanooga!
With the convention being held earlier than it has in the past, we have already started
discussing potential speakers and planning our Friday night event and fundraising activities. We
also want to be able to offer several items for the silent auction and door prizes again this year, so
please keep that in mind if you would like to donate items or know of any vendors who might like to
participate.
If any of you have any ideas for speakers or would like to contribute in any way, please don’t
hesitate to reach out to me or any of the other Committee members. We always have fun with the
planning process for our annual Convention, so all of you are welcome and encouraged to
participate with us so we can create another successful experience for everyone!
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LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
DANA WEBB, LCR, CCR
TCRA President
Legislative Committee Chair

TCRA was contacted by Judge Gay requesting rates and our position on the AOC replacing court
reporters with electronic recorders. We provided feedback on our position and below is the e-mail
we received from Judge Gay regarding the update on Electronic Reporters in the state of
Tennessee. We are continuing to work closely with NCRA and their legislation committee on this
issue. Progress is being made and hopefully a solution will be reached.
I want to update you as to where we are now after the Judicial Conference last
week. I appeared before our Legislative Committee and before the Trial Judges
Association . The Trial Judges asked to see proposed legislation before they
give an endorsement, which is absolutely necessary to the success of this
legislation.

Representative Lamberth and I are beginning to work on the legislation. He will
contact the AOC and unofficially ask for the billing requests from court reporters
to the AOC for the last few years, along with documentation from the AOC as to
how much was paid out to compensate the court reporters. By taking these
figures and changing the rates to $200/half day and $400/full day we can
estimate the total cost and the difference with increased compensation, to
include with the proposed legislation.
After we get these figures, will need input from you as to where our court
reporters stand in Tennessee in terms of compensation comparison with other
states. I will update you after we get the information from the AOC. I am pretty
sure we can get endorsements from the District Attorneys Conference and the
Public Defenders Conference.
Thank you for your assistance.
Dee David Gay
Criminal Court Judge
18th Judicial District
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congratulations to these court reporting firms on the opening of their new offices!!

Alpha Reporting
One Vantage Way, Nashville

Elite Reporting
1015 Avery Park Drive, Smyrna

Morgan Reporting
1321 Murfreesboro Pike, Nashville

TCRA would like to offer our sincerest condolences to those in our reporting family who have recently
lost a loved one.
To Kathy May and Dana Webb on the loss of their father and grandfather, Bobby Gene Hurt
To Stephanie Faulkner on the loss of her fiancé’s mother, Cheryl Branim; her aunt, Marcia Latimer; and
her friend, Kristin Kovach
To the family and friends of Jim Hobby, retired Official Court Reporter for the State of Tennessee

*Please email any announcements to the newsletter committee at stephfaulknerlcr@gmail.com

TCRA MEMBERSHIP
PROFESSIONALS
ASSOCIATES
STUDENTS
TOTAL

195
3
4
202

Join or Renew your membership today
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NEWSLETTER AND SOCIAL MEDIA COMMITTEE

STEPHANIE FAULKNER, CCR, LCR, CRI, CPE
TCRA President-Elect
Newsletter and Social Media Committee Chair

The Newsletter Committee has a new name! To stay current with today's technology, The
Newsletter Committee is now the Newsletter and Social Media Committee. If you are a guru in
social media and/or branding and would like to serve on this committee, please contact Stephanie
Faulkner at stephfaulknerlcr@gmail.com

TCRA wishes to extend special thanks to our members who participated in our
sponsorship at the Tennessee School Counselors Convention in Murfreesboro. They
introduced the counselors to our profession through demonstrations and personal
interactions. Great job, ladies!

Sarah Motley
Leslie McAnally
Patricia Nilsen
Patricia Nilsen
Jerri Porter
Beth Frazier
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SCHOLARSHIP/MENTORING COMMITTEE
CAROL WEST, LCR, CCR
TCRA Eastern Director
Scholarship/Mentoring Committee Co-Chair

LESLIE MCANALLY, CCR, LCR
TCRA Secretary/Treasurer
Scholarship/Mentoring Committee Co-Chair

SCHOLARSHIP AND MENTORING COMMITTEE
NOVEMBER 2018
Co-chairman of this committee, Leslie McAnally, has recruited a fourth member to serve on
Scholarship and Mentoring for 2018: Lisa Wilkins, a court reporter located in the Murfreesboro area.
We are very grateful that Ms. Wilkins has agreed to join Leslie, Cathy Kerley, and myself and serve
on the TCRA Scholarship and Mentoring Committee.
I have not received any requests for a mentor and/or scholarship information from any court
reporter or potential court reporter since filing the committee's last report.
Lastly, I will report that I personally assisted Sheila Wilson as a host for two of the A-to-Z
Steno classes that began in September. Four students began the class in Chattanooga, I believe,
and one student actually completed the class at the Chattanooga location.
Respectively,
Carol West, Co-Chair, Scholarship and Mentoring

HELPFUL LINKS FOR STUDENTS:
UPCOMING A TO Z PROGRAMS
FREE DICTATION
TCRA WEBSITE
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Student Corner
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Who: Renee Ray – 32 ½ years
Focus: Freelance Reporter
Licenses: RPR, LCR, CCR
Hobbies: Gardening, baking, craft fairs
Tell us, why did you decide to pursue a career in court reporting. During
college, I met an incredible reporter who asked me to be her typist – just
before CAT software became the norm. She encouraged me to take the
step, and I never looked back.
What would you say is one of the most memorable moments in your career? There are too many to count, but my claim to fame would be when I was given the opportunity, as a very young reporter, to take the deposition of Willie Nelson on his tour bus one night before
a concert. Pretty exciting for a newbie.
What do you like the most about your career? EVERYTHING! The ability to work in any city you
happen to live in, the flexibility of your schedule, the opportunity to work with and form bonds with
some incredible people, the adrenalin rush of a job well done.
Name one thing that frustrates you the most about your career? Unexpected expedited transcripts
at the worst possible time. Murphy’s Law.
What advice would you give a court reporting student and/or newbie in the profession? Two things.
One that my mentor gave me. Never let them see you sweat. Go in with confidence – and they will
have confidence in you. Also, beginning your very first year, start saving for your retirement. It is
never too early.
If you had it to do all over, what would you change, if anything? I can honestly say I have no regrets. It is an incredible profession with many wonderful opportunities. Just be sure to balance
your work life and your personal life so that neither suffer.

“MAKING OPPORTUNITIES”
Renee Ray, RPR, LCR, CCR
Recently I had the wonderful experience of speaking to a group of homeschool students about this incredible profession that we are all involved in.
It was so fulfilling to see how engaged they all were asking many questions
and wanting to see how the machine works. Hopefully, there will be a few
takers for the next A to Z Program in the spring.
I would like to encourage each of you to contact your local schools, or
homeschool programs, in your area and ask for an opportunity to speak to
these young students looking for a career path. I feel like if they can just be
introduced to this amazing field, we can hopefully rectify the problem with
the shortage of reporters coming down the pike.
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RED TAPE, RULES,

AND REGULATIONS
Court reporter licenses in Tennessee are now administered by the Tennessee Department of Commerce and Insurance’s Division of Regulatory Boards. All questions regarding
licenses should be directed to that office.
TDCI’s contact information has changed. Please contact
Jamye Carney at TDCI with any concerns or questions at (615)
532-6400 or by email at jamye.l.carney@tn.gov.

A message from Marilyn Morgan, TBCR Member
I’m really enjoying my time of service on the Licensure Board along with fellow
reporters, Ken Mansfield and Ken Gibson. Our last meeting was on September 28th,
and there was a lot to discuss. You can view it all on the video. It’s refreshing to see
that there are very few complaints against court reporters. But if there is one, each is
handled in an individual and methodical manner.
Just as a reminder, according to Mr. Kopchak, assistant director, if you did not
submit your CEUs and renew your license by 6/30/18, the following applies:
CEUs are due at the time of renewal. The renewal period ended on 6/30/2018.
Anyone who did not renew at that time has since expired. If expired, the reporter must
“cease and desist” and has till the end of December 2018 to pay all of their late fees
and submit the required CEUs to be reinstated/renewed; otherwise, the reporter will
be processed as a new applicant and must file a new application, subject to all the
requirements an initial application would require.
I hope each of you has a Merry Christmas with all the people you love!
Marilyn Morgan, Tennessee Licensure Board Member

TBCR Meeting
September 28, 2018
Agenda
Recording
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2018-2019 TCRA OFFICERS
AND DIRECTORS
Dana Webb, LCR, CCR
President
All Committees
danawebb@alphareporting.com

Carol X. West, LCR, CCR
Eastern Director
Scholarship/Mentoring Committee
carolxwest@aol.com

Kathy Samson
Stephanie Faulkner, LCR, CRI, CPE, CCR
Eastern Director
President-Elect
Membership Committee
Bylaws/P&P and Newsletter Committees
kathyasamson@gmail.com
stephfaulknerlcr@gmail.com
Sheryl Weatherford, RPR, LCR
Past President
Nominating Committee
sgweather@earthlink.net
Sarah Motley, LCR
Vice President
Convention Committee
motley.sarahm@gmail.com
Leslie McAnally, LCR, CCR
Secretary/Treasurer
Scholarship/Mentoring Committee
leslie_mcanally@bellsouth.net

Emily Sipe, RPR, LCR
Middle Director
CCR and Membership Committees
emily@harpethcourtreporters.com
Beth Frazier, RPR, RMR, CRC
Middle Director
Education and Public Relations Committee
bethfrazierccp@gmail.com
Lisa Mayo, RMR, CRR, LCR
Western Director
Fundraising Committee
lisamayo22@gmail.com
Candace Covey, RPR, LCR, CRR, CVR-CM
Western Director
Fundraising Committee
reportercovey@gmail.com

Lynn Terrell, LCR
Administrative/Website Director
P.O. Box 135
Brunswick, TN 38014
administrator@tncra.com
901.388.8151
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2018-2019 TCRA COMMITTEES
BYLAWS COMMITTEE:
Stephanie Faulkner, Chair
CCR COMMITTEE:
Emily Sipe, Chair
Lori Roberson
Ryan Bertram
Gene Pickens
Kathy May

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE:
Lisa Mayo, Co-Chair
Candace Covey, Co-Chair

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE:
Dana Webb, Chair
Stephanie Faulkner (ex officio)
Sheryl Weatherford
Lynn Terrell

CONVENTION COMMITTEE:
Sarah Motley, Chair
Georgette Arena
Misty Brigham
Kristin Burke
Max Curry
Dan Gibbons
Denise Gonzalez
Korian Neal
Patricia Nilsen
Amber Thompson
Dana Webb
Jerri Porter
Lynn Terrell
EDUCATION COMMITTEE:
Beth Frazier, Chair
LaShae Flowers
Cheryl Little

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:
Kathy Samson, Co-Chair
Emily Sipe, Co-Chair
Debbie West
NEWSLETTER AND
SOCIAL MEDIA COMMITTEE:
Stephanie Faulkner, Chair
NOMINATING COMMITTEE:
Sheryl Weatherford, Chair

SCHOLARSHIP/MENTORING COMMITTEE:
Carol West, Co-Chair
Leslie McAnally, Co-Chair
Cathy Kerley
Lisa Wilkins

DON’T HAVE TIME FOR COMMITTEE SERVICE??
We are asking each member to pledge just two hours of your time during this membership year
to help with our vital projects. You don't have to join a committee or commit to regular meetings.
We'll do all the grunt work. All we ask is that you be willing to "show up and show off" as an
Ambassador for TCRA when we have a function in your area. CEUs will be awarded for
participation if the function qualifies. Sign up now for Just Give Two!
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STEPHANIE FAULKNER, CCR, LCR, CRI, CPE
TCRA President-Elect
Newsletter and Social Media Committee Chair

The Volunteer Reporter is a publication produced quarterly for members of TCRA and other interested parties and is dedicated to the improvement of our profession and to provide a link between TCRA and its members.
Letters for the newsletter are welcomed and will be printed according to space availability. The
Newsletter Committee reserves the right to edit letters according to space and formatting requirements or as ethics require, so long as the original meaning remains intact. Additionally, research
articles may be written to earn TCRA CEU credits. Author must submit online and receive approval
of such in order to earn CEUs. Contact the Newsletter and Social Media Committee for details.
Submission and advertising deadline is 15 days before publication date. Material received less
than 15 days after deadline will be held for next issue.
Statement of fact, opinion, and all advertisements are made on the responsibility of the author
and do not imply endorsement on the part of TCRA or its officers. Reprint rights are granted to all
NCRA-affiliated publications, with appropriate attribution.
Tennessee Court Reporters Association
P.O. Box 135
Brunswick, TN 38014
(901) 388-8151
administrator@tncra.com

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

2-10 Hanukkah

1 New Years’s Day

1-3 NCRA Business Summit

25 Christmas Day

4 NCRA Online Skills Test
Registration Open

9-16 Court Reporting &
Captioning Week

31 TCRA Board Meeting

12 TCRA’s Day On the HIll

26-January 1 Kwanzaa
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