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Fellow Tennessee Court Reporters,

These past couple years have been difficult for
us all. We are still feeling the effects of the
pandemic, but now is the time to heal and grow
with one another. Being a member of the
Tennessee Court Reporters Association is the
best place for doing just that. Your membership
provides you with incredible resources, such as
knowing that legislation concerning your career
is being closely watched and the ability to
network with your fellow reporters for help when
needed.
The 2022 Spring Fling Convention is now behind
us. If you haven’t already done so, please take
the time to thank a board member for their
service. They coordinated a great lineup of

speakers and worked nonstop to make sure the
seminars went smoothly. Watch for surveys in
your inboxes about next year’s convention plans.
There’s a lot going on in our wonderful world of
court reporting. Many things are changing. As
we proved during the pandemic, court reporters
are smart, agile, and strong individuals.
Together we are the strongest to face anything
coming our way.
On behalf of TCRA, thank you for your continued
membership. Take advantage of all the
wonderful things your association provides for
you. I’m very proud to serve you, and I’m
following in some mighty big footsteps of Kristin
Burke.

Welcome New Members!
Anne Torreano

Winchester, TN

Professional

Jennifer Mason

Lake Cormorant, MS

Professional

Michelle Checuga

Hendersonville, TN

Professional

Renee Bencich

Georgetown, TN

Professional

Paula McGuirk

Ooltewah, TN

Professional

Brittany Temples

Cookeville, TN

Professional

Melody Koontz

Knoxville, TN

Professional
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CONVENTION COMMITTEE
Kristin Burke, LCR
TCRA Past President

WE DID IT!!! With much thanks to all who
participated in person and virtually, TCRA had a
very successful Spring Fling 2022 Convention. It
was an aggressive format in terms of the number
of CEUs we made available, and we are so
happy to see many of you take advantage of that
offering.
And all is not lost for those of you who could not
make attendance work for your schedule. In
conjunction with the Education Committee, we
are doing our best to make the virtual seminars
on March 19 available on our website the first
week of June. All four (4) seminars offered that
day total .6 CEUs.
Remember, licensure renewal is June 30, 2022.
You have until that date to earn CEUs for audit
purposes.
We appreciate all of our virtual presenters this
year: Rebecca and Keith Scott, Rachel Artis,
Stacie Odeneal, Dr. Evan Pridmore, Michael
Levy and John Smith, Victoria Hinson, and our
panel with Sheila Wilson, Lynette Mueller, Kristin
Burke and Mindy Rutherford.

We would like to say a big THANK YOU to
Nashville’s Media Service for once again
supplying us with AV equipment free of charge
for both seminar rooms on May 21st and our
Annual Business Meeting.

Congratulations to our virtual door prize winners:
Monica Thomas, Patricia Nilsen, Michelle
Hinson, Joy Kennedy, Sheila Wilson, Sheila Cart
and Korian Neal.
A big CONGRATULATIONS to our Grand Prize
Winner Valerie Smith-Mullins.

We hope all attendees that were sent a survey
took the time to answer it after your attendance
virtually or in person. Your opinions are
extremely important so we know we are
continuing to offer informative and relevant
seminars for your CEU needs.
Last but not least, THANK YOU to the Education
Committee, the Fundraising Committee and, of
course, the Convention Committee for working
hard and working together to make this threemonth event happen.

Our in-person software trainers, Terri Bautz for
CaseCatalyst and Melissa Smith for Eclipse,
were amazing with a wealth of knowledge and
have our sincere thanks for making the trip to
Brentwood, TN.

We had on-site machine repair/reconditioning
from Worth Business Equipment at our in-person
event in Brentwood, TN. We are thrilled that so
many attendees and others had your machines
worked on without the hassle of shipping it.
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CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS
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CONVENTION SPEAKERS
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CONVENTION SPONSORS
Platinum Plus

Platinum

Gold

Silver

Bronze & Student Sponsors
Davidson Reporting

Elite-Brentwood Reporting

Martel Electronics
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SILENT AUCTION DONORS
Thank you to all who donated to make our 2022 Silent Auction a success!!
Janet Russo
Katherine Gale

Stenograph
ProCAT
Martel Electronics
Worth Business Equipment

SearchMaster
Sheila Wilson
Maribeth Feltz

Shelia Cart
Stone & George Court Reporting
And a very special THANK YOU to Nashville’s Media Services for their
gracious contribution for our in-person sessions!
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LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
NCRA Government Relations has launched a grassroots campaign which is asking for court
reporters to join together in lobbying efforts to garner cosponsors and see the Training for Realtime
Writers Act of 2021 through to the finish line! The bill will appropriate $10 million dollars
annually for five years (for a total of $50 million dollars), with individual institutions eligible
to receive up to $1.5 million for the recruitment and training of new captioners. See below
for more info on the bill. The more support this bill has and the more cosponsors gained, the more
likely we will see swift passage! Visit the NCRA Advocacy Action Center and send a cosponsor
letter to your elected representative now! For any questions, please contact NCRA Director of
Government Relations Jocelynn Moore at jmoore@ncra.org.
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SCHOLARSHIP/MENTORING COMMITTEE
Stefani Simmons, LCR
Western Director
Scholarship/Mentoring Committee Chair

Congratulations to Lisa Marshall of Jackson, Tennessee, the winner of the Tiffany Brosemer
Student Scholarship for 2022. Her winning essay is featured below.
_______________________________________________________________________
Why I want to be a Court Reporter
By
Lisa Marshall
In my early ‘20s, I had contemplated what I wanted to be when I grew up. I loved the drama of the
courtroom, the interesting cases, the arguments of the attorneys, and the prestige of the judge. I
thought to myself, if I could work full time as a juror that would be such an awesome career. But,
you cannot work full time as a juror; and, for that matter, I unfortunately have never been called to
serve on jury duty. I spied a quiet person sitting in front of the witness stand in the courtroom
writing on this peculiar little machine. I needed to know who that person was and what their role
was among all of the other jobs in the courtroom. A Court Reporter! That is what I wanted to be!
Fast forward several years in an uneventful career as a secretary. I am finally on my way to making
my dream come true and evolve into the person that I have always desired to become and was
destined to be. I am finally at the finish line in my journey through school. I can now see the
beautiful bright light at the end of the tunnel! Along the way, I have met so many helpful,
encouraging, wonderful people. It’s like having a personal cheerleading squad pushing you to the
finish line. My absolute favorite cheerleader of all, my father, who has recently passed, is now
cheering me on from Heaven. I am determined to make him proud.
Look at me Dad! I am going to be a court reporter.

STUDENT CORNER
New A to Z Class beginning August 11, 2022!! Email
max@elitereportingservices.com for information.
Resources:

Analyze your notes
RPR Level Practice Dictation
180-240 WPM Takes
Audio/Video Playback Speed Controller for Chrome
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RULES, REGULATIONS, AND RED TAPE
Notice of Public Rulemaking Hearing:
Tennessee Board of Court Reporting
The Tennessee Board of Court Reporting (herein, Board) conducted a
Rulemaking Hearing on Friday, March 25, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. at the
following address:
500 James Robertson Parkway
Davy Crockett Tower, Conference Room 1-B
Nashville, TN 37243
A copy of the rules that were considered at the rulemaking hearing can
be viewed online HERE.

The agenda for the meeting can be viewed online HERE.
A video of the meeting can be viewed online HERE.

The next scheduled meeting of the Board will be held on October 14, 2022, at the above location.
Meetings are subject to change. You can obtain current information HERE.
Pursuant to the Tennessee Open Meetings Act (Tenn. Code Ann. § 8-44-101, et. seq.), the above
referenced hearing is open to the public, and you may attend the hearing in person. If you have any
comments regarding the rules, you may either submit your written comments in advance of the
board meeting to Hugh Cross, Assistant General Counsel, at (615) 741-3072 or electronically at
Hugh.Cross@tn.gov, or appear at the hearing to make your comments on the record.

NOTICE
WILLIAMSON COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT CLERK:

AS OF JULY 1, 2022, ALL FILES IN CIRCUIT CIVIL COURT WILL BE PAPERLESS PLEASE SIGN UP TO E-FILE HERE: Go.tybera.net/tncis/
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MEET YOUR 2022-2023 TCRA BOARD
Mindy Rutherford, LCR, CLR
2022-2023 TCRA President
Mindy has been reporting since 1992. She attended the Academy of
Court Reporting in Columbus, Ohio. When not reporting, Mindy enjoys
spending time with her family and volunteering at her local literacy
center.

Amber Thompson, LCR, CCR
2022-2023 TCRA President-Elect
Ms. Thompson started her reporting career in 2008 after attending
Tennessee Career College. She has been a member of TCRA since
2007 when she was a student and was also a recipient of the TCRA
student scholarship in 2008. She is a partner in Bridge Reporting, LLC.

Ms. Thompson is married with two children and two dogs, and including
the dogs in her bio was nonnegotiable.

Kristin Burke, LCR
2022-2023 TCRA Past President
I started my reporting career in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida after graduating
from Sheridan Technical College in March of 2000. After moving to
Tennessee in March of 2008, a whole new world opened up for me in
this profession in every aspect. In 2011, I came onto TCRA’s Board as
an Eastern Director and served two more consecutive years as Vice
President, and I have remained on the Convention Committee every
year since. I have volunteered equipment and time to the A to Z
program in Knoxville and served on the Education Content Committee
with NCRA. Including all the people I’ve worked and volunteered with,
those special people who have and continue to mentor me, and the
many friendships I’ve made, court reporting has given me more than I could ever give back. As long
as I can find ways to do just that -- give back -- I will. My very understanding husband, Brian, and
so-so understanding son, Dexter, fill up my personal life to the max. We love food, sports and
traveling together every chance we get. We love our Tennessee life!
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MEET YOUR 2022-2023 TCRA BOARD
Sarah Motley, LCR
2022-2023 TCRA Vice President
Sarah Motley was born and raised in Franklin, Tennessee, where she
currently resides. She went to Centennial High School and saw a court
reporter as a guest speaker in her criminal justice class in her senior
year of high school and knew immediately that was what she wanted to
do for a living.
Sarah started her court reporting education at Tennessee Career
College in Nashville and ended up graduating from the Court Reporting
Institute of Dallas. She has now been a working reporter in the Middle
Tennessee area for ten years, and has served as Vice President and
Convention Committee Chair of TCRA from 2017-2019. Outside of her court reporting career, she
loves spending time with her three sons; Micah, Jackson, and Lucas.

Jennifer Checuga, RPR, LCR
2022-2023 TCRA Secretary/Treasurer
I, like many reporters, fell into this career by stumbling upon it. While

studying to become a German teacher, I ran into a girl with a machine,
and it changed my life. After graduating from Triton Community
College and passing my Illinois CSR in 1991, I was off on what would
become the best career I could have chosen.
I started out working in Chicago for McCorkle Court Reporting. I’ve
always loved the fact that I was able to always be with different people
in different places for my job. That’s still one of the best things about
this career choice for me. Every day is a completely new experience, and I feel like I learn
something new each time. With this career, I was able to work for the State as an official and also
teach at Triton Community College for a semester. While raising our three children, this was a
career that I could work as much or as little as I wanted to so I could spend as much time with them
as I could. The flexibility is another perk.
After spending my whole life in the Chicago area, my husband and I thought it was time for
something new. I took my RPR in 2013 so I would be able to move when we were ready. We came
down to Nashville April of 2015. We left with no jobs, just a lot of faith. Upon coming to Nashville, I
immediately found a home with Elite Reporting Services and have been there ever since.
I’ve also been fortunate enough that my family decided to make Tennessee their home as well. We
have a son, Devin, and wonderful daughter-in-law, Jenny, who also works with Elite as a
videographer, and who are making us grandparents to our first grandson. Our daughter, Michelle, is
taking her RPR exams right now to start her amazing career, and I’m looking forward to her working
with me and finally having someone to talk “briefs” with. Our youngest, Kate, is at UT and hopefully
will finish and continue on to her career choice of being a dentist.
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MEET YOUR 2022-2023 TCRA BOARD
Patricia “Trish” Smith, RPR, LCR, CCR
2022-2023 TCRA Eastern Director
Trish is a graduate of Nashville State Technical Institute and received
her certificate of proficiency in Court Reporting Studies from Tennessee
State University in 1985. She began her reporting career with Nashville
Court Reporters in 1986, working in most every area of the freelance
arena, as well as completing the Caption Masters Series Retraining
Program for CART/Captioning offered by The University of Mississippi.

Trish is licensed by the State of Tennessee and holds certification as a Registered Professional
Reporter from NCRA and certification as a Certified Court Reporter from TCRA. Service to the
reporting profession has been very important to Trish, and she has served several times as a Board
member of TCRA, as well as chairing several state conventions. In June 2010, she completed a
three-year term, having served as immediate past president in 2009-2010.
Is it possible for Trish to retire? Slow down? Whaaaaaaat? With her recent relocation to Eagleville,
TN, retirement is in her somewhat near future, yes . . . but serving as Eastern Director for TCRA is
in her immediate future if the membership wishes for her to fill this position.

Kathy Samson
2022-2023 TCRA Eastern Director
Kathy grew up near Destin, Florida. After graduating from the Ole Miss
court reporting program, she worked as a Mississippi Worker’s
Compensation Reporter, a freelance Certified Court Reporter in
Chicago, and an Official Reporter in Memphis before returning to school
and becoming a CPA in Knoxville, TN.
After 20 years as a practicing CPA, she decided she’d had enough of
spreadsheets and returned to reporting in East Tennessee as a
substitute reporter in criminal court. After substituting for about three
years, she accepted the position of designated court reporter with Knox County Criminal Court.

She spends her spare time with her husband of 36 years, Brig. They have a daughter, Victoria, and
a 4-year-old granddaughter, Ava (affectionately known as “Nugget”), who live in Charleston, SC.
Kathy and Brig spend a lot of time traveling back and forth between Knoxville and Charleston so
they can see them as much as possible!
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MEET YOUR 2022-2023 TCRA BOARD
Patricia Orsini Nilsen, RMR, CRR, CRC, CRI
2022-2023 TCRA Middle Director
Patricia Orsini Nilsen, RMR, CRR, CRC, CRI, grew up in Western NY. A
graduate of Alfred State College, she has been a court reporter since
1995. She also holds a CSR in California.
In her 25+ years of reporting, she has experience in almost every
aspect of the field, working as a freelancer, official and CART reporter.
She has worked in the courts in the Bahamas, England and Ireland, and
spent 14 years as a federal official in Manhattan, in the Southern District
of New York. She relocated to Middle Tennessee in 2016 and has been freelancing here ever
since.

For fun, she regularly competes in speed and realtime contests, at both the national and
international level. In her spare time, Patricia likes to paint, travel, and play bass guitar in the all -girl
Motley Crue tribute band that she founded, Girls Girls Girls. She has two children, Jackson (10) and
Katie (8). She is also a diehard Buffalo Bills fan.

Katherine Gale, RPR, LCR, CSR(CA)
2022-2023 TCRA Middle Director
Katherine has been a Registered Professional Reporter (RPR) and a
California Certified Shorthand Reporter (CSR) since 1992. She moved
to Nashville from Los Angeles in 2008 at which time she added her
Tennessee Court Reporter license (LCR).
Aside from reporting in the legal profession, she’s also had the pleasure
of reporting in the entertainment industry, covering award show
interviews of many famous movie stars!
She loves her job and is focused on making certain that her clients receive the best possible service
that she can provide including real-time and whatever else requests they may have.

When not “working,” you will likely find her behind her other machine sewing! She has been to
Africa with her Sewing for the Nations ministry team and is involved in teaching even little ones the
dying art of sewing.
She’s a proud wife, mother and grandmother (Oma) of her favorite people in the whole wide world!
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MEET YOUR 2022-2023 TCRA BOARD
Stefani Simmons, LCR, CVR, CCR (TN, MS, AR)
2022-2023 TCRA Western Director
I obtained my degree in Office Administration-Court Reporting from
Southwest Tennessee Community College in Memphis and have
enjoyed a fulfilling freelance reporting career for over 17 years. In
2017, I received certification through NVRA as well.
In addition to currently serving as Western Director, I have also been a
member of the Education, Convention, Scholarship and Mentoring
Committees.
My husband, Jim, and I love spending time with and hosting family get-togethers. We are blessed
to have most of our immediate family and grandkids residing in the Memphis area. We have
recently taken an interest in pickleball and discovered it as a great outlet for exercise (even if you do
spend more time retrieving the ball than hitting it!) We also enjoy getting away any chance we get,
whether it be a couple days or longer just to relax and rejuvenate.

I am looking forward to this year with TNCRA as an opportunity to continue to glean more insight
into our organization while giving back to this rewarding career.

Dana May Webb, LCR, CCR
2022-2023 TCRA Western Director
Dana received her B.S. degree in 1997 in Business Management from
Christian Brothers University. She began working at Alpha Reporting in
1998 while also attending court reporting school. Dana has been a
Court Reporter since 2004.
She has been a member of TCRA since 2007. As a member of the
association, she has served on several committees including the
educational committee, convention committee and nominating
committee. She has served as TCRA President-Elect in 2016-2017 and
President in 2017-2018 and for 2018 – 2019.
Among a few of the things that Dana enjoys most about being a Court Reporter is that every day is
different, all the while being able to learn about a lot of different subjects. Of course, as she says,
the income potential is an added bonus.
Dana has several hobbies in her spare time, including spending time with family, playing tennis,
golfing, reading, fishing, hunting with her boys, as well as watching them play baseball. She has
been married to Stuart for 21 years and they have two sons, John (18) and Jake (15).
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2022-2023 TCRA OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
Mindy Rutherford, LCR, CLR - President
Amber Thompson, LCR, CCR - President-Elect
Kristin Burke, LCR - Past President

Sarah Motley, LCR - Vice President
Jennifer Checuga, RPR, LCR - Secretary/Treasurer
Kathy Samson - Eastern Director
Patricia “Trish” Smith, RPR, LCR, CCR - Eastern Director
Patricia Nilsen, RMR, CRR, CRC, CRI - Middle Director
Katherine Gale, RPR, LCR, CSR(CA) - Middle Director
Stefani Simmons, LCR, CVR - Western Director
Dana Webb, LCR, CCR - Western Director

Administrative/Website Director
Lynn Terrell, LCR
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Amber Thompson, LCR, CCR
TCRA President-Elect
Newsletter and Social Media Committee Chair
The Volunteer Reporter is a publication produced quarterly for
members of TCRA and other interested parties and is dedicated to the
improvement of our profession and to provide a link between TCRA
and its members.
Letters for the newsletter are welcomed and will be printed according to space availability. The
Newsletter Committee reserves the right to edit letters according to space and formatting
requirements or as ethics require, so long as the original meaning remains intact. Additionally,
research articles may be written to earn TCRA CEU credits. Author must submit online and receive
approval of such in order to earn CEUs. Contact the Newsletter and Social Media Committee for
details.
Submission and advertising deadline is 15 days before publication date. Material received after
deadline will be held for next issue.
Statement of fact, opinion, and all advertisements are made on the responsibility of the author
and do not imply endorsement on the part of TCRA or its officers. Reprint rights are granted to all
NCRA-affiliated publications, with appropriate attribution.
Tennessee Court Reporters Association
P.O. Box 135
Brunswick, TN 38014
(901) 388-8151
administrator@tncra.com
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